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Professional and personal attributes of Masao Fukushima have made him a great mentor
of graduate students as well as young researchers. He mentored quite a few Ph.D. students
and postdocs, and many of them are active researchers in their respective fields. Also many
researchers have been invited to Kyoto, and have known each other at his office in Kyoto.
Many of his former students play active roles in the Japanese industry, and some are working
as academic researchers in various countries like China, Egypt, Philippine, and so on.

Professor Fukushima has received for all his work many awards and honors including:

• The Kondo prize of the Operation Research Society of Japan (2015)

• Paul Y. Tseng Memorial Lectureship in Continuous Optimization (Mathematical Op-
timization Society, 2015)

• The achievement Prize of the Operation research Society of Japan (2010)

• ISI Highly Cited Researcher in mathematics (2010)

• The ISCIE Prize for distinguished paper (2006)

• The 2005 Best paper award Computational management Science Springer

• Fellow of the Operation research Society of Japan (1993)

• The ORSJ Prize for distinguished paper (1985)

• The JAACE Prize for distinguished paper (1988)

Throughout his long and prestigious career, Professor Masao Fukushima has always been
a wonderful colleague. We wish him many enjoyable years to come.

To conclude this preface, we would like to express our sincere thanks to all of the Associate
Editors and Advisory Board Members of PJO for presenting their articles for inclusion in
this special issue and to the reviewers who gave their valuable time and effort to complete
the review work in a timely fashion.


