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In this special issue we present papers authored by a selected group of experts
in the areas of Variational Analysis and Optimization Theory. Most of the papers
collected here have been contributed by friends and colleagues of Professor Wets,
who were influenced by his scientific work. This special issue contains sixteen papers
contributed by researchers in Variational Analysis and Optimization Theory from
Australia, Cameroon, Canada, China, Germany, Hong Kong, Iran, Israel, Italy,
Romania, Russia, United Kingdom and the USA.

These papers cover a wide spectrum of important problems and topics of current
research interest, including proximal iterative algorithm for fixed point problems,
the pseudo-monotonicity of tensor variational inequalities, a primal–dual algorithm
as applied to optimal control problems, an infinite dimensional generalization of the
excess demand theorem of David Gale, Hadamard semidifferential of continuous
convex functions, exact multidimensional penalty DCA for constrained nonsmooth
DC optimization in Banach spaces, stochastic optimization with estimated objec-
tives, directional derivatives for set-valued maps based on set convergences, solution
of a singular minimum energy control problem for time delay systems, a semismooth
Newton-type method for bilevel programs with a linear lower level problem, mini-
mal integrity bases of invariants of second order tensors in a flat Riemannian space,
variational analysis of preference relations and their utility representations, adap-
tive algorithms for relatively Lipschitz continuous convex optimization problems,
optimality conditions for a class of problems in mathematical programming with
equilibrium constraints, approximate solutions of a set-valued inclusion in a metric
space and Clarke subdifferential for Lipschitz functions on Asplund spaces.

Therefore we feel that this special issue will be highly important for many math-
ematicians, who are interested in recent developments in Variational Analysis and
Optimization Theory, as well as in their numerous applications.
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